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HAM OF THE YEAR                                        HAM OF THE MONTH 
KC8GTE – Kelly King            WD8JDZ – Pat Quinn 
McMillan, MI             Westland, MI 
 

MARCH 2022 
 
 
 

FROM THE EDITOR---------------------------------------------------JIM - K8UHF k8uhf@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

RFI 
I have enjoyed noise free radio at my current location since 2013 but January 1, 2022 that all changed. 
When the outside temperature dropped to below 19 degrees, I have a 10 over S9 noise an all HF bands. My first 
thought was the Cable TV amplifier was going bad again. 
  
I experienced a similar noise many years ago but only on six meters when temperatures dropped and then it 
stopped when the sun came out and temperature went up. I traced this noise to a cable system amplifier hanging 
on the main cable line near my house. 
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I complained to deaf ears at the cable company for a couple weeks. Then one day the internet was down and I 
noticed a cable repair guy was working on the amplifier that I complained about. I went out to talk with him and 
he said it just blew up. Yup, that is what I was trying to tell the cable company all along. It was going bad. After 
that all my noise was gone.  
 
This time, again before calling anyone about my new noise, I turned off my main circuit breaker to make sure 
nothing in my house was causing any problems. I proved to myself I had no noise coming from my house.  
I called the cable company again and after several calls and different techs coming out, I got a tech that 
understood what I was talking about and actually had this problem at another location. He said they would 
replace the amplifier power unit and tightened cable connections to see if that would help. This only slightly 
helped but did not fix all of my problems this time. I still had a lot of noise when the temperature dropped. 
 
Here are a few screen shots from my Icom IC-7300. 
The IC-7300 has a built-in feature to capture screen shots.  
 

 
 
                                                     This is a little closer look with the scope range set at -250k and +250k 
                                                     with no noise turned on blanker. The noise is a constant buzzing sound and 
                                                     I could not hear any signal below the noise level. See, the noise level is just 
                                                     over S9 and goes as high as 20 over S9 at times. 
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Next, I spent a couple days walking, tracking down the noise in very cold temperatures using a cheap $10.00 
AM/FM transistor radio tuned to a very weak AM station.  

    I also took my Yaesu FT-817ND tuned to 80 meters with a telescoping antenna. The 
AM/FM radio actually worked the best. The loudest noise I detected was at a pole about 450’ from my house. 
This noise covered all of the HF Ham bands and sometimes up to the 2-meter band. It was very strong and 
detectable over about a quarter mile range up and down my road from the noise source pole. This type of noise 
can travel much further distances on the primary power lines.  
 
        Here are a couple more pictures of my screen showing the noise on different bands. What a mess! 
 

         
 
I then called Consumers Energy. I explained my problem and how when the temperature drops below 19 
degrees the noise continues until the temperature rises above 20 degrees. I wanted them to understand it is 
intermittent and temperature dependent so they would not waste their time looking for the noise when it is not 
present. They sent three different techs out on three different days after I called over a couple weeks-time.  
 
The first tech had no idea what I was talking about. He called his boss and his boss told him the noise was most 
likely a computer router. I said “not a chance”. The noise is too strong for a router. I’ve searched out and found 
noise many times in the past. Good thing was that the temp was 17 degrees and the noise was loud. I took this 
tech along with my radios to show him the problem. This Consumers Energy tech walked with me to the 
problem poles and tapped on every wire with his long-insulated pole. Nothing changed. He then pulled the 
switch on the neighbor’s house to cut the power and no change proving I was right that the problem was not a 
router at the neighbor’s house. 
 
We then crossed the street and tapped all the wires with no change. He pulled the switch for the next neighbor’s 
house to cut the power and nothing changed. But this time when he put the switch back in place the insulator 
broke behind the switch. This required a line crew to fix. The line crew showed up a few hours later and 
replaced the insulator but this did not fix the noise.   
 
Finally, the third tech came out after another call from me. He understood my problem and said he would 
contact the proper department to help me. That department is called the System Engineering Department. They 
put me in touch with a guy by the name of Mike. Mike knew what I was talking about and he gave me a date to 
come out and look for my noise. Mike showed up at my front door with his Log Periodic antenna array and 
radio receiver in a shoulder pouch. He had already been out tracing down the noise using my directions and pole 
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locations. He identified the exact same poles with noise that I complained about. First thing he did was thank 
me for narrowing down the area of the problem. He said most of the time when he investigates noise he has to 
start from scratch. My help made his job a lot easier and faster. He used his antenna and receiver combination to 
identify the exact components on the pole causing the noise. 
  
Mike then sent in a request for the line crew to come out and replace the parts. Several days later the crew 
showed up to replace several insulators on the primary side of the low voltage transformer on the pole nearest 
my house. It was cold and the noise was as loud as ever. I went out to talk with the line workers and let them 
know they were on the right track because when they disconnected the primary power to this transformer, my 
noise stopped. These guys all appreciated my information and said they would have everything all fixed in short 
order. Once they replaced the parts and reconnected the power lines the noise was gone.  
 
                             The insulators, jumper wires, and support arms circled in red were replaced. 
 

                                  
 
It has been several weeks and several low temperatures and I am now enjoying my noise free radio operations 
once again. My last comments about this experience: be patient and take lots of notes about who you talk with 
and reference numbers and most of all the conditions so you can accurately describe the conditions of the 
problem such as temperature, humidity, time, direction and any other specific information that could be useful. 
Don’t be afraid to call for help with your noise issue. Everyone at Consumers Energy was friendly and did what 
they told me they would do in a very timely fashion. Thank you, Consumers Energy!    
 
 

NET STATS 
Feb 2021: Check-ins 1128 – Traffic 35 
Feb 2022: Check-ins 1148 – Traffic 38 

High Check-ins: KE8MZU 34,39,35; KR8P 34,34,38 
KC8GTE 35,35,34,48; KC8ZMN 34,47,44,35; NS8S 38,36,37,46 

W8WR 43,43,39,39; KE8AHK 38,37,36  
 

Sunday Noon Net High Check-ins: KD8KCV 17,19,19,13 
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MARCH 2022 HAM OF THE MONTH 
 

Pat Quinn – WD8JDZ – Westland, MI 
 

Name and Call:  Patrick Quinn – WD8JDZ 

Birthdate and Place:  September 2, 1944 in Temple, TX 

Education:  BSEE from Lawrence Tech 

Employer(s)/Type of Work:  Currently, retired.  Worked as a switchman for Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company for just short of 10 years.  Worked indoors on Central office equipment.  Then worked for Ford 
Motor Company on Fuel Pumps and warranty for about 25 years until I retired. 

Military Service (if any):  None 

How did I get into Ham Radio:  Don’t remember exactly.  Have been a Ham for many years.  Wasn’t very 
active for a number of years, except for two meter local with the Ford Amateur Radio Club.  After retirement, 
started to get more active on the other bands and am in the process of getting my equipment working again. 

Spouse/Family:  Wife, Linda Quinn. Daughter Anne Martin lives close by.  Mother and Father now gone. 

Other Hobbies & Interest:  Enjoy working with my computer and have always worked doing engine repair on 
cars.  Learned a lot about Excel while working. 

Any other interesting info or experience:  Always enjoyed camping, especially in Tennessee; had several 
campers, but never camped in a tent much. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 HAM OF THE MONTH 
 

Mark Williams – W8YA – Highland, MI 

 

Name and Call:  Mark Williams – W8YA 

Birthdate and Place:  January 26, 1975; Warren, MI 

Education:  Oakland Community College 

Employer(s)/Type of Work:  IT Network Engineer in the automotive sector 

 

Military Service (if any):  None 

How did I get into Ham Radio:  My brother-in-law, AA8CY, got me started with my first ticket in 1992. 

Spouse/Family:  Wife and 3 kids:  Gretchen, Hannah, Harley and Ivy; Shadow, the dog 

Other Hobbies and Interest:  RC airplanes, Helicopters, drones, etc 

Any other interesting info or experience:  My father is a WWII Vet and was in the Navy in the Pacific 
Theater.  He served on the USS Nemasket as an Oiler class AOG10.  His ship shot down a Kamikazee saving 
another ship.  The other ship thanked them with cases of Ice Cream. 
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Mark Williams – W8YA Shack Picture 

 

 
 
 

SLOW DOWN WHILE DRIVING IN THE U.P. 
 

Submitted by The Kings – Kelly and Jeannie 
 

You never can tell what you’ll see. It was on the snow stick. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Submitted by John Wiltse - KB9GO – Rudolph, WI 

A few Net nights ago, Aileen and Jeannie brought up a name from the past wondering how she was doing.  That 
name was Myriam Gregg – K8ILN!  Several of the U.P. Net gang will remember her. 

I contacted her daughter, Annette, and mentioned others were asking about her mom.  She informed me that 
Myriam’s birthday is MARCH 11, 2022 and she’ll be 99!!! 

If you’re so inclined, please send her a birthday card.  Her address is Myriam Gregg, 129 Arnold St., Ionia, MI 
48846. Include a little something about how you know her.  She’ll get a kick out of it, for sure! 

HAMFESTS 
For complete information, refer to the ARRL Hamfests 

www.arrl.org 
 

 HAMFEST/CONVENTION 

03/19/2022 - Michigan Crossroads 
Hamfest & Radio Swap 
Location: Kalamazoo, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Southern Michigan Amateur Radio 
SocietyWebsite: http://w8df.com 
Learn More 

HAMFEST/CONVENTION 

05/07/2022 - Wexaukee ARC 
Cadillac Hamfest 
Location: Cadillac, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Wexaukee Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.wexaukeearc.org 
Learn More 

HAMFEST/CONVENTION 

05/21/2022 - GMARC Trunk Swap 
Location: Shelby Township, MI 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: GM Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.gmarc.org 
Learn More 

 

EXAM SESSIONS 
 

Please verify the Exam Session has not been cancelled before going. 
 

For complete information, refer to ARRL – Licensing, Education and Training 
www.arrl.org 

 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/12/2022 | Ann Arbor MI 48104 
Sponsor: Arrow Communications Assoc 
Location: Fellowship Bible Church 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/12/2022 | Lansing MI 48911-5322 
Sponsor: Ingham County VE Group 
Location: Lansing Fire Station #44 
(Community Room) 
Time: 11:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/12/2022 | Midland MI 48640-8367 
Sponsor: Midland ARC 
Location: Homer Township Fire Station 
Time: 9:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/12/2022 | Wyandotte MI 48192-
9999 
Sponsor: Motor City Radio Club 
Location: First United Methodist Church 
Time: 9:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/15/2022 | Livonia MI 48154-3045 
Sponsor: Livonia ARC 
Location: Livonia Police Department 
Time: 7:00 PM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 

ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/17/2022 | Mt Clemens MI 48043 
Sponsor: Utica Shelby Emergency Comm 
Assoc ARC 
Location: Emergency Management & 
Communications Bldg 
Time: 7:00 PM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/19/2022 | Kalamazoo MI 49001-
0805 
Sponsor: Southern Michigan ARS 
Location: Wings Stadium 
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/21/2022 | Harrison Township MI 
48045-6506 
Sponsor: L'Anse Creuse ARC 
Location: Tucker Senior Center 
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/26/2022 | Kalamazoo MI 49009-
1860 
Sponsor: Kalamazoo ARC 
Location: American Red Cross 
Time: 8:30 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Learn More 
 

 EXAM SESSION 

03/26/2022 | Martin MI 49070-5102 
Sponsor: Allegan County ARC 
Location: Martin Township Community 
Building 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

04/07/2022 | Lansing MI 48911-5322 
Sponsor: Ingham County VE Group 
Location: Lansing Fire Station #44 
(Community Room) 
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

04/09/2022 | Ann Arbor MI 48104 
Sponsor: Arrow Communications Assoc 
Location: Fellowship Bible Church 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

04/09/2022 | Charlotte MI 48813-
9999 
Sponsor: Eaton County Arc 
Location: Charlotte Church of Christ 
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 

04/09/2022 | Jackson MI 49201-
2230 
Sponsor: Cascades ARS 
Location: Jackson Carnegie Library 
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 
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March 2022 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

        Sun           Mon           Tue           Wed            Thu             Fri              Sat 
 
 
 

 1 2 
 
W8IFI Jim 
 
WD8CUO & 
XYL 
 

3 
 
K8LQV Dick 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 
 
W8KIM Kim 
 
N8OSD Dan 
 

14 
 

15 
 
N8NJA & 
Kathleen 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
WA8JSF Rick 
 
St Patrick’s 
Day 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
KE8MZU 
Jeannie 
 
WA8LT Walt 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
Katie Daughter 
of AA8SN 
 

24 
 
Jeri Daughter-
in-law of 
WA8DHB 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 
WB8FUW Lee 

29 
 
 

30 
 
WA8DVD 
Dennis 

31 
 
N8NJY Tom 

 
 

 

       

 
If you would like your birthday or wedding anniversary noted in the calendar, please 
e-mail your information to k8uhf@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 
JIM HEIN, JR. – K8UHF 
4833 N. GUNNELL RD. 
DIMONDALE, MI 48821 
k8uhf@sbcglobal.net                  UPPER PENINSULA NET WEBSITE  www.michupnet.com 


